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It’s that time - Dimitri House 
is preparing for our Annual 
Thanksgiving Basket Appeal! 
Call (585) 325-1796 to sign up.

This year we will ROLL out our  
Nutrition Accessibility Carts 
(NAC) program to assist clients 
without other means to trans-
port their 
hearty 
Thanks-
giving 
dinner.

Kicking 
off this new program, we hope 
to eliminate another obstacle 
that contributes to food insecu-
rity in the city of Rochester by 
making healthy, nutritious food 
accessible.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Turkeys are gonna roll!

Letter From The Executive Director
Plans to celebrate our twenty year anniversary as an independent not-for-profit 
quickly changed when coronavirus arrived. Early in the quarantine we deemed 
ourselves to be ESSENTIAL and continued providing food and shelter to those 
in need.  We created new processes to keep volunteers and staff safe from 
COVID-19 while serving those who needed help the most.

THE REALLY BIG NEWS

A journey begun five years ago is finally coming to life in 2020.  We submitted 
an application with the goal to rehabilitate the front house into permanent 
apartments through the NYS Homeless Housing Assistance Program (HHAP). 
It was a long process with many starts and stops, but finally in October 2019,  
HHAP approved a grant of $1.3 million dollars.  

Construction started in June and will be complete by the time you read this.  
Mamczur Place at Dimitri House will provide six one-bedroom apartments for 
the permanent supportive housing initiative.  In addition NYS ESSHI funds will 
provide rent subsidies, case management, and peer support to make the transi-
tion smoother. 

Our goal is to provide lasting housing with a focus on reducing Medicaid strains 
and increasing access to healthcare, education, and employment.  This funding 
will allow Dimitri House to formulate individual service plans to meet each per-
son where they are at and help them on their journey towards self sufficiency.

Next time you are in the neighborhood stop in and we’ll gladly give you a tour 
and introduce you to someone on their journey towards independence.  If you’d 
like to take part in this initiative, we are offering a one-on-one opportunity to 
make a change in a person’s life through our Mentoring Program.

With appreciation,

Laurie



The Difference You Make
MEMORIALS & TRIBUTES
Honor and remember someone 
who has made a difference in your 
life with a memorial or tribute gift 
made to Dimriti House.

We acknowledge all memorial gifts 
and send out letters of recognition 
to those people you have chosen 
to honor.

HONORS
Don Potter

Michael Palischeck

Dr. Ralph Pineus

John Albertini

Gene Renner

Robert Wood

Pat Hopkins

Chuck Trudeau

David Yockel

“Mr. Hill”

Steven Price

Steve Witte

MEMORIALS
Jane Milne

Michael Asselta

Phillip Callan

Leon Holt

Memorial & Tribute gifts made af-
ter October 15, 2020 will be listed 
in the next issue.

“No one has ever 
become poor  

by giving.”

- Ann Frank

REAR HOUSE RENOVATON
Many of our long-term volunteers might have driven by recently and done a 
“double-take” as the old blue building is gone! 

2020 has been a year of transition as we renovate the front building, but we 
have not forgotten the rear building. With help of Assembly person Harry 
Bronson, we secured a DASNY Community Capital Assistance Program grant 
in the amount of $125,000 that helped us complete MUCH-NEEDED repairs 
around our hundred-year-old building. 

We have a brand-new roof, a beautiful grey exterior, two new handicap 
accessible bathrooms, and an enlarged kitchen and dining area with some 
new appliances. The additional space makes volunteering more enjoyable 
and efficient. It allows us to prep and serve more lunches (and eventually 
increase dine-in capacity), store and provide food to serve increased food 
cupboard demands, and ultimately ensures we will be around for another 
35 years!

Stop in and take a glance (mask required). You will be amazed!

FOOD DEMAND AND POP-UP PANTRIES EVENTS
In the first week of the pandemic, food pantry demand increased over 
200%, depleting our pantry stores.  An appeal for donations was quickly 
organized and we received an outpouring of generosity from donors in the 
greater Rochester area and beyond.  Thank you!

In collaboration with New Hope Free Methodist Church, we got creative 
since our own buildings were under construction. We held two popup pan-
try events this summer in the church parking lot to distribute food and ne-
cessities to over 180 households, 
serving over 680 individuals.  

Zip code boundaries for the food 
cupboard program were elimi-
nated, making services available 
beyond the confines of Rochester 
city lines.  We began pre-packing 
lunches that we distributed to 
anyone who came to our doors.



VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHTVolunteers Get It Done

BECOME A DIMITRI HOUSE MENTOR!

As part of our new permanent housing initiative, Dimitri House is excited 
to launch our Mentoring Program! 

Through this program, we hope to connect volunteers with new residents 
of Mamczur Place at Dimitri House to train them in basic life skills, such 
as cooking, budgeting, and general apartment care and maintenance. 
Volunteers will serve as a mentor and friend to our new residents as they 
embark on their journey toward self-sufficiency. 

If you are interested in becoming a Peer Mentor, please contact our  
Program Coordinator, Anjill Lee Burr, at aburr@dimitri-house.org or  
(585) 325-1796.

NOW WE’RE COOKIN’!
We have a new stove! No more burnt out burners and oven without indica-
tor lights. The Trish and Mike Harren family took on the challenge. 

Matt and Ann Harren’s generous donation al-
lowed us to buy a high-tech stove.  Local 13 
of the Plumbers and Pipefitters Union sent 
Nathan Davey (John W. Danforth Co.) who 
ran the gas line to the kitchen. Michael Pal-
lischeck (our ace repairman and consultant) 
finished the job with help from Pierre-Henri 
Namba and materials from Postler & Jaeck-
el Corp. thanks to Elizabeth Howard, CFO. 
Michael and Patricia Hoggenmiller donated 
the fittings. 

The new stove was delivered on September 
15. Now we’ll be cooking with gas for the lunches-to-go program. We are 
very grateful to all those who made this possible. You rock! 

“Each day we are 
born again.  

What we do today  
matters most”

- Buddha

Interested in volunteering?  
COVID protocols are in place.

Go to www.dimitrihouse.org, 
and click Volunteer applica-
tion link on the homepage.

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

GOT MILK?
The closing of schools due to COVID-19 greatly increased the demand in our 
Food Cupboard. It also led to the stockpiling of milk by area dairy farmers.

Enter the Cornell Cooperative Extension of Monroe County with a solution: 
a milk give-away. Thanks to Grace Seiberling we learned that over 40,000 
gallons were available via drive-thru distribution at the U of R. We received 
60 quarts and then helped Jarmila Haseler at the Cooperative Extension get 
milk to other Rochester food cupboards. 

We thank the farmers and the Cooperative Extension for organizing this 
incredible drive.

Anne-Marie Brogan
Office & Drop-In Lunch Volunteer

I have been at Dimitri House since 
February 2020. I feel really blessed 
to take part in connecting people 
who are hungry with a supply of 
food. That supply may be in terms 
of lunch or food cupboard distri-
bution. 

I try to welcome and greet people 
with a positive attitude, smiles, 
and humor can go a long way to 
making encounters special. 

Another blessing is from the staff 
at Dimitri House. They are fun and 
encouraging, making this a joyful 
place to volunteer.



The Spirit of Giving ABOUT DIMITRI HOUSE

Dimitri Digest is a publication of 
Dimitri House, Inc.
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Dimtri House works within the 
Rochester, NY community to 
provide essential services to those 
coping with poverty and home-
lessness. We offer a drop-in lunch 
program, an emergency food cup-
board, security deposit program 
(DASH), and apartments. Addi-
tionally we provide various case 
management and referral services.

Learn more:
www.dimitri-house.org

Dimitri House
102 North Union Street
Rochester, NY 14607
Phone: (585) 325-1796
Fax: (585) 325-1541

Dimitri House’s namesake, Dimitri Mamczur, was a homeless man with a 
generous spirit who helped his fellow homeless friends and everyone he 
met.  Dimitri wanted to make the world a better place.  

Yes, I want to help our neighbors  
on their journey towards self-sufficiency.   
Donate:            By check in the reply envelope or online at  
  www.dimitri-house.org (one time or monthly)

Food drive:    Hold a neighborhood food drive with your family,  
                            place of worship or business, 

Volunteer:     Call 585-325-1796 or go to www.dimitrihouse.org, click   
                           the Online Volunteer Application link on the homepage.

Every act of kindness and giving breathes new life into Dimitri’s legacy. 
$25 buys a family of four at least 3 days of emergency food.  Thank you for 
all you do for Dimitri House. 


